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Reading is a Skill For Life
This ‘Focus On Reading’ newsletter informs parents and carers of the requirements
of the reading curriculum and how you can best support your child at home. We also give an insight into how we teach reading; details of our reading award scheme
and how to get the most from the school library.

F

rom the very start of your child’s career at
The Rofft, great importance has been
placed on the development of good reading. Good reading skills enhance progress in all curriculum areas, whether it be Knowledge and Understanding of the World or Problem Solving; these
are skills for life and will be of great benefit
throughout their education and beyond.
September 2015 saw a revised curriculum for reading become statutory across the whole of Wales. Its
aim is to support children aged 5 to 14 to further
develop their literacy skills.
A selection of new and popular books in the school library
All children are supported to develop sound literacy skills. These skills are not just about learning English, they are about being able to use skills in different situations and across a wide range of activities.

Literacy describes a set of skills, including speaking, listening, reading and writing, which allow us to make
sense of the world around us.
The revised curriculum identifies literacy and numeracy expectations each year and will help children develop literacy
and numeracy skills through a wide range of activities in all
Areas of Learning.

We listen to each child read...

Scan the QR Code to the left to visit the
Welsh government’s ‘Information for Parents’ webpage. The code to the right will
take you to the school library webpage.

How School Will Help...
Some of the ways we teach reading...






Going for Gold
Our reading challenge,
launched
last year for the
whole school was
a big success and
we will be continuing the scheme this year. After reading
ten books, and completing some reading activities, each child will receive a
medal (this year we have a new colour
ribbon!)

Synthetic Phonics is one of the strategies we use to teach
reading. When your child is learning to read there are two
crucial things to learn:
~the sound represented by written letters (phoneme or
phonic picture);
~how to blend sounds together to make words.
Children are taught to read letters or groups of letters by
saying the sound(s) they represent, e.g. the letter ‘s’ makes a
sss sound as in ‘sun’; we say ‘a’ as in apple and ‘t’ as in tap.
Children can then start to read simple words by blending
(synthesising) the sounds together to make a word, e.g. s-at, sat.
We have updated our lists of suggestSounds are not taught in alphabetical order, instead they
ed books and authors to include puare taught in the order best suited to begin blending sounds
pils’ recommendations and popular
for reading. After they have learned the more straightforbooks. The aim of the lists is to encourward letter-sound relationships, they are taught the more
age children to choose appropriately
complex ones, e.g. that the ‘igh’ sound as in high can also
challenging materials and to widen
be written as tried, cry and nine.
the range of books that they read.
Key Sight Words. Some everyday words in English such as
’said’ and ’does’, have tricky spellings and cannot be read
easily by blending. We call these key sight or tricky words and these words have to be learned by
sight. This is done effectively through flash cards, games and activities and lots of repetition.

“When you open a book with your child, you are opening a world to them.”
Reading Schemes. We use several different types of reading scheme to support the children's
learning in decoding and understanding sentence structure. We listen to each child read, either
individually or as part of a small reading group to enable them to reach their full potential; to challenge, broaden and extend their experiences. Guided reading groups also work on developing
reading comprehension and vocabulary.

Research Skills. We encourage children to develop good research skills by reading Non-Fiction books
as well as reading text on-screen. Multi-modal texts
include more than words—such as pictures, moving
images and sound.

Comprehension activities. All the children are given opportunities to talk about books and demonstrate an understanding of the main ideas and significant details. As reading skills develop the children
will be taught how to interpret and extract relevant
information, how text can infer meaning (reading
between the lines), empathise with characters and
make deductions.

School Library. With the help of our supportive
PA, we have invested significantly in new books by
up-to-date authors based on pupil and parent surveys. The library is a bright, vibrant and inviting environment. The children listen to stories read to them
in the library and enjoy choosing books from the library on a weekly basis.
Phonics and key sight word apps support reading



Reading Scheme Books
The reading scheme books provide gradual progression of
decoding and other reading strategies and complement the
reading skills that are being taught in class. Reading scheme
books are just one of the tools we use.
Please remember that every child develops at their own
pace.

The reading scheme is used to teach decoding and
other reading strategies

Success in reading is best achieved by reading a variety of
different types of book. To encourage a love of reading will
ensure that our children become readers for life.

How You Can Help...
Practical strategies for supporting your child...
We need your help to develop a good partnership between home and school in order to provide a
happy and successful framework to support your child. We therefore need your help.
Sharing Books Together

Share and read lots of different books to your child, and keep bedtime reading regular and special.

Before reading a book together, always talk about the title, the blurb and the pictures on the cover. Ask your child what they think the book might be about.

Pictures are an integral part of stories. They give important clues to what is happening. Ask them
to make predictions about how a character is feeling by looking at their expressions or to think
about what might happen next.

“Make listening to each other read a natural part of family life.”









Read with expression when reading aloud and try different voices for different characters. Get
your child to join in with refrains like “They huffed and they puffed!” Show how you pay attention
to punctuation, e.g. exclamation marks and question marks.
Draw attention to adventurous, sophisticated or new vocabulary to build upon
and extend their bank of words, and
check their understanding.
Talk about the stories when you’ve finished reading together and ask questions.
Encourage the children to use a range of
books—fiction and non-fiction especially if
they have an interest, e.g. dinosaurs or endangered animals. It’s not just books either
– use newspapers, magazines, brochures
as well as IT where they can search for information.
It’s amazing what you can read around
the home; on cereal boxes, labels on food
tins and outside on road signs, in shop
Books are used to develop independent research skills
windows and adverts.

Margaret’s
Library
Our school library started lending books
again today. We are planning to have a
drop-in session after school when you can
select books with your child.

School Library Top Ten Authors
Foundation Phase: 2014-2015
1. Roger Hargreaves (4)
2. Julia Donaldson (9)
3. Beatrix Potter (2)
4. Lynley Dodd (1)
5. Lauren Child (-)
6. Roald Dahl (6)
7. Allan Ahlberg (-)
8. Judith Kerr (-)
9. Dr. Seuss (-)
10. Giles Andreae (-)

Recommended Reading Tech
iMLS

The iMLS app allows you to

search the school library catalogue from
your mobile device. View the latest
books and most popular choices.

Oxford Owl [www.oxfordowl.co.uk]
Oxford Owl is a website with advice, tips
and activity ideas to support your child's
reading at home in the best possible
way.

Eggy100HD

Produced by Reading

Eggs, this app (on Apple and Android)
helps pupils recognise and learn the first
100 key sight words.

Please look after the books
Your child will be bringing home school
books (library, class readers and reading
scheme books). We ask your assistance in
ensuring that the books are looked after
and are returned on time. Thank you.

