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Reading is a Skill For Life

F

rom the very start of your child’s career at The Rofft, great importance
has been placed on the development of good reading skills in the context of the Literacy curriculum. Good reading skills enhance progress in
all curriculum, whether it be Geography, Reasoning or Science; these are skills
for life and will be of great benefit throughout their education and beyond.
September 2015 saw a revised curriculum for reading become statutory across
the whole of Wales. Its aim is to support children aged 5 to 14 to further develop their literacy skills.
All children are supported to develop sound literacy skills. These skills are not
just about learning English, they are about being able to use skills in different
situations and across a wide range of activities.

Scan this QR Code to visit
the Welsh government’s
’Information for Parents’
webpage. The code below
takes you to the school
library webpage.

Literacy describes a set of skills, including speaking, listening, reading and writing, which allow us to make sense of the world around us.
The revised curriculum identifies literacy and numeracy expectations for each
year group and will help children develop literacy and numeracy skills through
all subjects in the national curriculum and by using a wide range of activities.

This ‘Focus On Reading’ newsletter serves
to inform parents and
carers of the requirements of the reading
curriculum and how you
can best support your
child. We also give an
insight into how we
teach reading; details of
our reading awards and
how to get the most
from the school library.
A selection of new and popular books in the school library

How School Will Help...
Some of the ways we teach reading...








We use several different types of Reading Scheme at The
Rofft in order to teach children how to decode words and
understand sentence construction.
We use comprehension activities to teach children to:
~interpret and extract relevant information from the text
after careful reading of the question;
~infer meaning, reading between the lines when something is not obvious, empathising with characters
(understanding their actions) and understanding the writer’s viewpoint or attitude;
~make deductions based on what they have read, showing
understanding of the main ideas and significant details.
We will encourage pupils to use the school library. We have
invested significantly in new books by up-to-date authors
based on pupil and parent surveys and created a bright, vibrant, inviting environment.
We support children to develop their reading in smaller
groups to enable them to reach their full potential; to challenge, broaden and extend their experiences. Such work
can include preparation for the North Wales Book Quiz or
Spelling Bee etc

Going for Gold
Our reading challenge, launched last year
for the whole school was a big success and
we will be continuing the scheme this year.
After reading ten books, and completing
some reading activities, each child will receive a medal (this year we have a new
colour ribbon!)
We have updated our lists of suggested
books and authors to include pupils’ recommendations and popular books. The
aim of the lists is to encourage children to
choose appropriately challenging materials
and to widen the range of books that they
read.

“Pupils who immerse themselves in reading are the most imaginative writers.”


We use every opportunity to demonstrate the benefits of reading, not least the enjoyment that it
brings; from preparing your child to read their part in the class assembly, or becoming a reader at
the church, to understanding different concepts through research and thus extending and broadening their general knowledge. Clarity, intonation and dramatic expression are all essential skills
acquired through reading which aids progress in all curriculum areas.

In our experience, pupils who
immerse themselves in reading
are the most imaginative writers.
They make excellent vocabulary
choices and write with emotion,
empathy and maturity. Reading
is therefore the foundation for
progress in literacy. Spellings are
usually accurate as the reader
has built up a great bank of sight
words which is further assisted
by our phonics scheme.

More than ever, pupils are
expected to independently research and rely on the skills of
skimming and scanning in order
to write essays, reports and letters etc. Therefore wider reading
of fiction and non-fiction is essential and beneficial.

Pupils put their skimming and scanning skills to use during independent research

Questions to ask your child
Next time you read, try asking one of these...
Summarise the plot so far - What has happened in this

chapter? Give me three facts that you have learned from
this section.
Discuss the character’s feelings and actions and try to empathise – Why has the character behaved in this way? What

would you do in this situation?
Make predictions about the characters and plot– What do
The reading scheme is used to teach decoding and
other reading strategies

you think will happen next? Why do you think this? What is
your evidence?

How You Can
Help...

Discuss the layout and presentation of the text – Identify

Practical strategies for supporting
your child...

writer’s point of view/attitude? Are there different layers of
meaning?

the subtitles/captions/quotes. Why is this section in italics/
bold/bullet points? What do the illustrations add to the
page? Why is the information numbered?
Encourage reading between the lines when ideas are not
obviously stated – What does the text tell you about the

We need your help to develop a good partnership between home and school in order to provide a
happy and successful framework to support your child. The Reading Scheme books are the tools we
use to develop reading strategies and decoding skills. By themselves they will not ensure that a child
becomes a good reader. We therefore need your help.
Please encourage your child to:

Read aloud regularly. We believe that it is important to continue listening to your child throughout
their primary years. Reading aloud requires children to concentrate on their expression, and allows
you to ensure they are making sense of the text. By doing this, children become more aware of
sentence construction and a range of punctuation.

“Make listening to each other read a natural part of family life.”










Whilst reading, draw attention to adventurous, sophisticated or new vocabulary to build upon
and extend their bank of words. This vocabulary can then be applied to their general writing.
Model your reading. Read aloud with your child to demonstrate expression and show how you
pay attention to punctuation (e.g. pausing at commas, lifting your voice at a question mark, etc.)
Share your reading. Make your child see how reading is an important part of your life. Talk about
the books and authors that interest you. Share an article you have seen or a letter you’ve received
– make listening to each other read a natural part of family life.
Encourage pupils to choose a range of books. Use the local library and school library to choose
fiction and non-fiction. It’s not just books either – use newspapers, magazines, online titles, brochures, etc. Know your child’s class topics and seek out books that will support their learning.
Allow children to follow their interests – encourage them to identify and explore ideas and information to develop further understanding.
Consider book vouchers and magazine gift subscriptions as a birthday or Christmas present.
Use IT to search for information; encourage the use of key words in searches, locate information
on web pages and consider the reliability of information.

Margaret’s
Library
Our school library started lending books
again today. We are planning to have a
drop-in session after school when you can
select books with your child.

School Library Top Ten Books
Key Stage 2: 2014-2015
1. The Ugly Truth, Jeff Kinney
2. I Am Still Not A Loser, Jim Smith
3. Demon Dentist, David Walliams
4. Mr Gum and the Biscuit Billionaire, Andy Stanton
5. The Brilliant World of Tom Gates, Liz Pichon
6. Sepron the Sea King, Adam Blade
7. Football Academy: Free Kick: Tom Palmer
8. Here’s the Naughtiest Girl, Enid Blyton
9. Billy the Kid, Michael Morpurgo
10. Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Roald Dahl

Recommended Reading Apps
iMLS

The iMLS app allows you to

search the school library catalogue from
your mobile device. View the latest
books and most popular choices.

iBooks

With iBooks you can buy and

organise electronic books. Readers add
notes and ‘look up’ words in a dictionary. Look out for ‘enhanced’ books with
added video, sound effects and so on.

AudioBoom

Audioboom is a free

app that enables the creation and
broadcast of audio content. Why not
record yourself reading and listen back?

Please look after the books
Your child will be bringing home school
books (library, class readers and reading
scheme books). We ask your assistance in
ensuring that the books are looked after
and are returned on time. Thank you.

